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Article Summary
The Herbst article is about the status of the war in Africa and a comparison of how war has resulted in the building of nations, especially in Europe. According to the article, war is centric to the formation of nations, and many developing countries in Africa are missing it. Some of the ways through which war contributed to the development of countries in Europe include ensuring efficiency in the collection of revenue, forcing national leaders to strengthen their administration abilities and created a peaceful climate that saw the thrive of unity even among the marginalized populations (Herbst, 1990). 
Summary of Key Points
One of the key points from the article is how war has resulted in the consolidation of states in Europe. One impact of war in the consolidation of states in Europe is that it strengthened European countries. The European war led to the elimination of the states, and only the strong ones survived. For many countries to thrive during the war times, they had to be strong without seeking external support, and this is contrary to the developing countries in which the so-called strong countries still depend on external support (Herbst, 1990). Another critical point is that many developing countries do not experience interstate wars that strengthen nations. The author hints that in Africa, very few countries have ever experienced boundary of interstate conflicts since the colonial period. In addition, the article addresses some of the challenges that have made it impossible for African countries to achieve power consolidation. Some of the challenges include unlimited trained human resource, extreme poverty in the continent and the lack of institutionalization of leadership rules. The article also weighs on the adoption of peace strategies as options for the consolidation of African states.   
Research Question or Purpose
The research questions include whether strong countries can only be created through the shedding of blood and whether peaceful strategies can be adopted as alternatives for achieving power consolidation in the African continent. The purposes of the article include figuring out the role that war plays in the consolidation of states, to elaborate on some of the challenges that have hindered the consolidation of states in Africa and to determine the alternatives to achieve power consolidation in Africa (Herbst, 1990).  
Hypotheses
The hypothesis of the article is that all African countries will, at one point, be strong, and that war is centric to the consolidation of states.
Dependent, Independent and Intervening Variables
An example of a dependent variable is war. War is dependent because it can stand on its own. An example of an independent variable is power consolidation and the strength of nations. These are independent variables because they can be influenced by dependent variables like war. An example of an intervening variable is poverty. Poverty has hindered efforts to achieve power consolidation in African countries.
Findings or Conclusions
In conclusion, despite the severe consequences of war, the results are positive in that it creates profound political movements and causes unity among populations. However, it would not be advisable that African countries would end their problems through war, although the author notes that it is also difficult to develop peaceful measures of achieving national identification in Africa.
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